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AMEKiCAN  COWMISSIOM 
TO  liEGOTiATE  PEACE 
PAAIS,  1919 
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C.  TELFORD  ERICKSON 

Honorary  Delegate  of  the  Albanian  Federation 
to  the  Peace  Confer£nce. 
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PARIS 

IMPRIMERIE  L.  DESVIGNES 
97,  Rue  d’Alesia,  97 

i Si  9 


I appeal  ! 


((  Itaom  must  be  found  and  kepi  for  the  independent  existence 
((  and  free  development  of  the  snudler  XationalitieSj  each  with  a 
« corporate  consciousness  of  Us  own.  » 

Premier  ASQUITH. 


« The  maintenance  of  the  Independence  of  the  Albanian  People^ 
i(  whose  distinct  and  ancient  nationality ^ has  been  for  various 
« reasons  discussed  and  denied,  has  for  Italy  the  utmost  importance. 

Barone  SONNINO. 


These  two  official  utterances,  one  by  (ireat  Britain’s  Prime  Minister  and  the 
other  by  Italy’s  F'oreign  Minister  set  forth  tl.e  princijdes  which  were  to  govern 
hem  in  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  Nationalities,  following  the  war.  Ihe  one  is 
a general  principle,  the  other  a specific  one,  but  both  cover  Albania’s  case  and  if 
adhered  to,  must  mean  her  salvation.  Upon  the  w ords  of  these  tw  o statesmen  then, 
the  one  speaking  for  the  greatest  combination  of  nations  and  peoples,  of  wealth 
and  powder  and  moral  influence  the  world  has  ever  known,  the  other  for  a 
neighbouring  race  w'hich  for  over  tw^o  thousand  years  has  sustained  a vital  interest 
and  often  had  with  her  an  interwoven  history;  - upon  these  words  I make  my 
appeal. 

I appeal  to  the  Delegates  at  this  Peace  Conference  charged  with  the  task  of 
writing  a New  Constitution  for  Humanity  and  reconstructing  the  Map  of  the  world, 
that  first  and  foremost  they  declare  for  this  Principle  ; « We  believe  in  the  divine 
rights  of  Nations  ».  A principle  w hich  rests  for  support  not  upon  the  size  and 
strength  of  armies  and  navies,  l)ut  w hich  is  affirmed  by  the  ('reator  when  he 
set  the  nations  in  their  « bounds  and  habitations  d and  gave  them  each  their 
traits,  features,  character,  language,  ideals  and  customs  which  individualize  and 
differentiate  them,  the  one  from  the  other. 

By  the  act  of  the  Ambassadors  Conference  silting  in  London  during  the 
spring  and  summer  of  1913,  under  the  presidency  of  Sir  Edward  Grey,  Albania 
was  constituted  an  Independant  State.  The  Act  was  endorsed  by  the  six  great 
European  Powers  participating  in  that  Conference,  Viz  : England,  France,  Italy, 
Russia,  Germany  and  Austria.  Bv  that  Act  another  Child  was  born  into  the  family 
of  Nations,  although  as  a race  it  had  been  among  the  very  first  (if  not  the  first  ) to 
set  its  foot  on  European  soil.  It  partook  of  all  the  nature  of  a solemn  treaty 
between  these  great  powers  and  was  a pledge  of  honour  to  this  race,  crowning 
their  national  hopes  and  aspirations  sustained  through  long  and  daik  ccntuiies  of 
cruelty  and  oppression. 
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the  face  of  these  recor<led  facts  of  sucli  recent  history  four  of  the  above 
ers,  namely  (ireat  Hritain,  I'rance,  Russia  and  Italy,  signed  a treaty  only 
rs  and  a lialf  later  which  contained  the  following  cl  uises  : « Italy  receives 
possession  Valona,  the  island  of  Sasseno  and  a leniloiy  sutticienlly 
d to  assure  its  possession  from  a military  standpoint.  It  is  jiroposed  lor 
% to  make  the  river  Yoijiissa  the  boundai'y  on  the  norlli  and  east,  to  the 

of  the  District  ofChimarra  on  the  south.  After  that  Italy  receives 

.■  of  Valona  according  to  Article  (i,  she  will  not  oppose  in  case  ol  tlie 
m of  a small  neutral  state  in  Albania,  the  possible  desire  of  Fiance,  Great 
and  Russia,  for  the  partition  between  Montenegro,  Serbia  and  Greece,  of 
itier  territories  of  northern  and  southern  Albania.  The  territory  between 
an  frontier  of  Valona  and  Cape  Stylos  to  be  neutrali.<ed  w.  Premier  Asquith 
it  Britain  and  The  Baron  Sonnino  for  Italy,  were  both  parties  to  this  treaty 
’ll  the  former,  giving  to  Albania  her  independence,  became  a«  scrap  of 
. « How  are  the  mightv  fallen  ! » For  alas  ! In  that  hour  wheiv  the  secret 
elween  those  greiil  Powers  was  signed,  not  only  was  the  doom  of  Albania 
l)ut  the  divine  principle  of  nationality  was  sacriliced  and  the  life  of  every 
ation  placed  in  jeopardy.  Granted  it  was  an  hour  ol  desperation  when,  like 
men  were  ready  to  sign  away  their  souls  to  save  their  cause  from 
tion;  is  this  a time  when  the  Great  God  has  given  such  a deliverance  and 
htv  forces  which  opposed  you  are  broken  and  heli)k  ss  and  the  world  lies 
d your  feet,  to  exact  this  » pound  of  llesh  » from  the  very  heart  of  a poor 
tion  like  Albania  Is  the  principle  ot  the  freedom  of  the  small  nation  to 
ne  thing  in  the  case  of  Belgium  and  an  opposite  thing  in  the  case  of 

111,  Sirs,  are  concerning  yourselves  greatly,  and  rightly,  with  the  League  ol 
, with  the  construction  of  a Brotherhood  of  Peoples  working  in  harmony 
1 other’s  good  and  the  welfare  of  all  humanity,  but  is  such  a scheme  to  be 
prospered,  however  noble  its  conception,  while  a brother’s  blood  (albeit 
diild’s)  cries  unto  you  from  the  ground  ? 

;call  for  a moment  Albania’s  tragic  history  : First  at  its  early  dawn  she 
through  this  Gate  between  East  and  West  aud  began  laying  the  foundations 
■pe’s  civilization.  She  gave  to  Greece  at  least  many  of  her  gods,  and  her 
imous  oracle ; out  of  her  loins  sprang  Alexander  the  Great,  world 
ror  ; several  Roman  Emperors  were  Albanian  born;  in  later  years  she  gave 
U‘s  to  the  Church;  Grand  Vizirs,  two  dozen  of  them,  to  the  Turkish  Empire, 
lerally  where  an  honest  administrator  was  found  he  proved  to  be  Albanian; 
Is  for  the  Greek  armv  and  Commanders  for  her  lleet  with  which  to  win  her 
Independence ; she  founded  the  royal  house  of  k-gypt  and  but  for  the 
ence  of  European  Powers,  the  Albanian  Kedhive  would  have  conquered 
itinople  and  sat  on  the  throne  of  the  Sultans  there.  More  than  these  she 
for  half  a century  Europe’s  battle  of  Christianity  against  Islam  and  prevented 
•scent  being  planted  in  many  an  European  capital,  while  that  same  Europe 
[)ine  in  its  indolence  and  self  indulgence  watching  this  nation  being  battered 
.[ten  and  crucilied.  When  her  scarred  leader  Scanderbeg  was  beating  back 
issaries  of  Mahomet  II  in  numbers  ten  and  fifteen  to  his  one,  from  the 
if  Europe,  shar  applauded  him;  but  when  after  twenty-four  years  of 
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undefeated  battle,  he  fell  and  his  people  passed  under  the  Turkish  yoke  to  a 
misery  greater  than  Isreal  knew  in  her  bondage,  not  a liaml  was  raised  to  save 
her:  Shewassimpl\  aliaiuloned,  forgotten  and  left  to  sink  into  such  oblivion  that 
she  became  to  Europe  one  of  the  least  known  of  all  the  races  on  the  globe.  Passing 
under  that  yoke,  tiie  gates  of  Europe  were  closed  against  her,  while  for  four  and  a 
half  centuries  she  was  ravaged  and  plundered,  scourged  with  tire  and  sword, 
maligned  ami  defamed,  her  racial  ideals,  language,  national  aspirations,  treated 
as  some  evil  thing  to  be  stamped  out  an  any  cost;  her  enemies  rewarded  ior  their 
crimes  against  her  and  she  punished  for  the  criminal,  lier  son  drafted  to  fight  the 
battles  of  her  oppressors  or  turned  against  each  other  in  fratricidal  war,  her 
people  driven  into  exile  by  hundreds  of  thousands  \\  here  in  strange  lands,  through 
the  long  centuries  they  have  kept  their  vigil  in  the  undying  hope  ol  a better  day. 

Fifty  years  ago  the  European  Powers  began  their  violations  of  Albania  s 
sacred  rights  as  a race  and  peoj)le.  Because,  ])ai  cel  ol  the  lurkish  I^mpii  e,  which 
Europe  has  always  treated  as  outside  the  ban  of  nations,  she  became  a victim  for 
sacrifice.  Greece  under  the  powerful  support  of  France  and  (ireat  Britain  obtained 
her  independance.  Serbia,  Bulgaria  and  Montenegro,  championed  by  Russia  were 
equally  successful;  but  Albania’s  various  attempts  to  throw  oft  the  lurkish  yoke 
and  more  than  once  on  the  point  of  succeeding,  were  frustrated  in  the  interests  of 
European  politics.  When  she  arose  in  armed  resistence  to  the  parceling  of  her 
territory  to  Montenegro,  Serbia  and  Gieece.  called  lor  by  the  Ireaty  of  I^erlin,  she 
was  forced  into  a sullen  submission  by  the  guns  of  the  Allied  fleets  assembled  on 
her  coast  and  the  rifles  of  Turkish  armies  in  her  rear. 

The  Conference  of  London  in  PJ13,  w bile  generous  in  awarding  Albania  her 
independence  was  so  stingy  with  boundaries  that  anotliei'  million  and  a quarter  of 
her  population,  her  best  producing  lands,  most  prosperous  cities,  were  distiibuted 
to  Serbia,  Montenegro  and  Greece  as  spoils  of  w'ar,  and  which  they  soon  turned 
into  a shambles,  as  all  the  world  knows.  Nor  must  it  he  forgotten  in  the  accoun, 
the  Greek  invasion  into  southern  Albania  a little  later  wliich  destroyed  overt 
300  villages,  rendering  homeless  100.000  of  the  population,  thirt\  peicent  ol  whom 
died  of  starvation  and  exposure  and  disease;  lor  Greece  is  asking  of  the 
Conference  as  a reward,  the  surrender  ol  this  territory  to  her. 

The  secret  treaty  with  Italy  in  1915,  giving  her  ^aiona  has  alieadx  become 
a signal  in  this  Conference  for  the  division  of  the  rest  of  the  territory,  either 
as  definite  concessions,  or  as  neiilral  zones,  between  Italy,  Serbia,  Montenegio 
and  Greece.  The  delegates  of  the  signatory  powers  to  that  Ireaty  are  apparently  in 
accord  on  that  proposition  and  are  willing  to  write  it  into  a treaty  of  peace  which 
the  League  of  Nations  will  he  called  upon  to  sustain;  thus  executing  a death  warrant 
upon  a helpless  and  unbefriended  people  whose  only  crime  is  Dial  the  Creator 
placed  them  across  the  Imperial  Gateway  between  East  and  ^^esi. 

Suppose  it  is  so  executed  what  will  be  the  I'esull  ? Has  Italy  made  hei  eastern 
frontier  secure  ? Have  Serbia,  Montenegro  and  Greece  strengthened  their  national 
life  and  reinforced  their  frontiers?  Have  the  Balkans  been  tranquilized  and  the 
greatest  danger  zone  to  peace  in  the  whole  world  been  cleared  of  its  mines  and 
Rendered  harmless  ? 

If  such  results  were  thus  obtained  it  might  af  least  he  excusalile  to  sacrifice 
Albania  to  that  end.  But  not  one  of  lhe.se  is  wilhin  tlie  nm>>e  of  possibility.  At  once 
Italy  is  thus  legally  and  linally  continued  in  her  possession  ol  \ alona  and  its 
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suiToiK  in^s,  she  tmisl  reckon  on  Ihe  relentless  and  unforgiving  hatred  of  the  whole 
Alhani:  n race.  rhe\  ill  turn  foi'  help  '\iierever  it  is  olTercd.  They  will  unite  with 
tlie  Sla  s,  or  the  Greeks,  the  will  pool  their  misfortunes  with  the  Bulgarians,  they 
will  l)t  the  advance  agents  of  a new  (ierman-Auslrian  propaganda.  In  their 
despen  tion  they  will  join  issue  with  any  or  all  ot  the  various  contesting  forces 
there  ii  the  hope  of  gaining  hack  one  hy  one  the  parts  of  their  sacred  « motherland 
so  rutiilesslv  loin  Ironi  them;  or  like  blinded  Samson  they  will  seek  to  pull  down 
the  wlole  Balkan  structure  know  ing  that  in  the  cateclysm  they  can  suffer  no 
worse  Iragedy,  and  faintly  hoping  perhaps  some  good  nia}  come  to  them  out  of 
it  all. 

(i  ntlemen  of  the  (Amference,  do  you  realixe  that  besides  an  unceasing 
stream  jf  violence  and  iiloodshed  w Inch  has  been  llowing  in  the  Balkans  tor  filty 
\ears,  Ilianks  to  the  bungling  diplomacy  of  Kurope’s  statesmen  ; these  last  ten  years 
have  gi’  en  birth  to  one  Revolution,  Two  Balkan  Wars  and  One  World  War  ? 

\\  ith  a disease  so  contagious  as  war  is,  so  destructive  ol  life,  so  demoralizing 
to  all  t lal  is  noiile  and  good  in  humanity,  so  discouraging  to  those  who  by  their 
prayei>,  their  tears,  their  lives  of  lavish  sacriiicc  have  sliiven  to  bring  peace  on 
earth  ind  good-will  towards  men;  do  you  not  think  it  is  worth  your  while  to 
try  to  lemove  the  causes  and  clean  up  this  plague  spot? 

M ly  I,  as  one  wiio  has  lived  ten  years  in  the  Balkans  and  Italy,  wishing  only 
good  Ic  them  all,  seeking  no  s]>ecial  privileges  hir  any,  greatly  wauling  io  see  right 
and  jus  ice  prevail,  and  so  far  as  is  humanly  possible,  every  cause  for  war  removed, 
offer  w lal  I believe  to  he  a simple  renu'dy  ? 

L' t the  League  ot  Nations,  unite  in  an  urgent  recpiest  of  America,  in  the 
interests  of  worlds  Peace,  tliat  slie  become  Ihe  Mandatory  tor  Albania  including  the 
dispute  1 boundary  territory.  She  cannot  reluse  sucli  a rccpiesl  made  in  the  name 
of  hum  inily.  Having  done  what  she  lias  to  win  the  wai'  and  bring  aliout  peace,  she 
is  in  h(  noiir  hound  to  do  lier  part  in  putting  that  peace  on  an  enduring  basis  and 
mainta  ning  it.  Money  loans.  Bed  Cross  Relief,  food  supplies,  wise  councils  in  the 
Peace  Conference  and  League  of  Nations  are  not  enougli ; she  must  give  of 
herself  for  Peace  and  she  has  given  for  War  and  that  where  it  will  serve  the 
highest  ends  and  accomplish  the  greatest  results  ; And  where  else  is  the  call  so 
impera  ive  and  the  need  so  vital  as  in  the  Balkans  ? 

M ilh  America  as  Mandatory  Power  in  Albania  she  will  he  in  the  midst,  with 
Italy,  Jontenegro,  Serbia,  Bulgaria  and  tireece  around  her.  She  will  be  a 
reconc  ling  friend  between  all  the  conllicting  elements  cancerned.  Her  friendship 
for  Hal.'  has  certainly  been  proven,  with  her  on  giiaid,  Italy  is  freed  of  all  her 
danger  from  the  east  and  can  set  herself  to  the  task  of  restoring  her  wrecked 
industi  es  and  w asted  territories  and  reconstituting  her  new  accessions  into  the  life 
and  ho  ly  of  the  nation.  When  Italy  withdraws,  as  I believe  she  would  generously 
do  iind  ‘r  Ihose  conditions,  the  claims  of  Greece,  Serbia  and  Montenegro  on  the 
basis  c f compensation,  fall  to  the  ground  and  the  way  is  paved  for  jireparing 
ethnical  honndaries  between  them.  America  tliere  will  restore  order  and 
govern  nenl,  improve  social  and  economic  conditions,  answer  to  the  crying  needs 
of  this  wretched  peo[)le  : roads  and  railroads  w ill  he  built,  sanitation  instituted, 
medica  provision  made,  schools  opened.  I would  hope  to  see  as  one  fruit  of  this 
uccupa  ion  a great  Balkan  Lniversity  witch  its  incalculable  inlluence  for  good. 
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After  one  or  two  years,  when  the  people  are  prepared  tor  self  determination 
and  all  vicious  propaganda  removed,  let  the  boundaries  he  fixed  hy  the  expiessed 
will  of  the  people  themselves.  Then  proceedings  mays  he  begun,  looking  to  the 
institution  of  a permanent  government  which  would  become  absolutely  free  and 
independent  under  the  League  of  Nations  with  Amei  ica  as  its  sponsoi. 

Given  her  ethnical  boundaries,  east,  west,  north  and  south,  and  Albania  ma\ 
well  become  a prosperous  state,  taking  a high  place  among  the  small  nations,  foi 
the  country  has  natural  resources,  water  power,  abundant  rainlall,  a saluhiious 
climate  and  a vigourous  clean  population  that  has  given  abundant  pi  oof  of  its 
genius  and  power. 

A strong  Albania  is  the  best  possible  security  for  peace  in  the  Balkans.  So 
long  as  Italy  preserves  her  friend  ship  (and  such  an  act  of  renounciation  will 
deserve  it  and  wdn  it)  she  is  better  protected  against  the  Greeks  and  the  Sla\s  than 
had  she  to  build  new^  frontiers  beyond  the  Adriatic  and  in  the  interior.  Besides  such 
a neutral  state  in  the  midst  of  the  Balkans,  with  the  moral  support  of  such  a 
Power  as  America,  or  guaranteed  by  the  League  ot  Nations,  would  make  for 

stability  and  peace. 

I am  reluctant  to  suggest  an  alternative  solution,  because  it  will  be  more 
complicated,  dangerous  and  uncertain  of  resulls ; yel  I lielieve  ii  might  succeed. 
Let  the  League  of  Nations  assume  the  Mandatory  over  Albania  with  Ihe  territoiy 
in  dispute,  and  appoint  a High  Commissioner  to  administer  it.  For  very  obvious 
reasons  he  should  be  an  Ameiican,  although  bis  stall,  civil  and  military  and  his 
police  force,  need  not  necessarily  be  all  draw'ii  tiom  theie. 

In  either  case  Albania  ought  to  be  able  to  bear  the  entire  expe.ise,  paying 
back  a temporary  loan  with  which  to  begin,  as  soon  ns  her  resources  began  to  be 

developed. 

Thus  and  thus  only,  I firmly  believe,  can  peace  in  the  Balkans  be  secured, 
the  Albanian  race  saved  from  destruction,  and  Ihe  principles  so  nobly  set  foilli  by 
Mr.  Asquith  and  Baron  Sonnino  be  vindicated  FOR  IHIS.  1 APPEAL! 

C TELFORD  ERICKSON, 

Honorary  Delegate  of  the  Albanian  tederation 
to  the  Peace  Conference. 


